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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2004-707

Sponsor:  Council Members Yates and Jones

Date of Introduction:  June 22, 2004

Committee(s) of Reference:  LUZ

Date of Analysis:  June 23, 2004

Type of Action:  Adoption of Neighborhood Action Plan

Bill Summary:  This bill approves and adopts the Lem Turner/Ribault Scenic Drive Neighborhood Action Plan as the master plan guiding all development and redevelopment within the boundaries of the plan’s study area.  All development and redevelopment within this area is required to be compatible and consistent with the plan’s recommendations.  Responsibility and authority to interpret the plan, and to review and approve projects initiated pursuant to the plan, is delegated to the Director of the Planning and Development Dept.  It is urged and requested that City staff continue to encourage and support the process of active involvement of various parties, including area residents, area business owners, and the Citizens Planning Team, in implementation of the plan.

Background Information:  The action plan study area is generally bounded by the Ribault River, Lem Turner Road, Edgewood Avenue, and Moncrief Road.  The planning process was begun in August, 2002, and it reflects the ideas and concerns of residents, business owners, and other stakeholders, obtained through numerous Citizens Planning Team meetings and Town Meetings.  Such issues as housing, economic development, parks and recreation, social services, and infrastructure were considered.  The recommendations involve:  (1) a focus on rehabilitation of existing housing; (2) renovation of existing commercial areas; (3) a targeted approach to redevelopment of housing in the Washington Heights area; (4) making the neighborhood’s natural features, such as the Ribault River and the lake which has resulted from a borrow pit, the focal points for new development; and, (5) a targeting of the existing commercial node of Lem Turner Road and Edgewood Avenue for commercial development and redevelopment to serve the surrounding neighborhoods by providing services and employment opportunities.

Policy Impact Area:  Planning and Development; Neighborhoods

Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined

Analyst:  Campbell
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